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1. Introduction 
 

Background 
 
Ticehurst Church is blessed with a wonderful churchyard, covering an area approaching 3 acres.  The present church 
building goes back to the late 14th century.  The greater part of the churchyard probably goes back to the Norman 
Conquest, used as a burial site since that time, until declared ‘closed’ for new burials in 1978.  At about the same 
time the area at the far south of the churchyard (formerly allotments) was donated for new burials.  Being uniquely 
protected from any kind of development (past, present or future), the ancient ‘closed’ part of the churchyard at 
Ticehurst, like many others across the country, has been able to steadily develop its biodiversity resources in 
harmony with its original purpose for burial.   
 
For many years, Christians and others have become increasingly aware of the opportunity and responsibility for 
wildlife conservation that goes with having an ancient churchyard. The Diocese of Chichester, in line with other 
Church of England Dioceses, encourages the development of churchyard management plans which are in sympathy 
with the conservation of wildlife, flora and fauna: 
 

Recent agricultural practices……widespread loss of meadowland and grassland, and the 
increased use of chemicals both on agricultural land and in gardens, all mean that churchyards, 
which are usually carved out of ancient pastures and often remarkably rich in species, have a very 
important role as sanctuaries of wildlife……As stewards of God’s creation we therefore need to 
draw up appropriate management plans with care, taking appropriate advice.1 

  
This Management Plan draws on advice and suggestions outlined in the diocesan document quoted from above, as 
well as drawing on the expertise and experience of conservationists and churches in the diocese.  It particular, it 
draws on the Framfield Churchyard Management Plan and the guidance provided by the ecologist Sally Clifton.  
 
 
The Churchyard and its Functions 
 
The primary functions of the churchyard are: 

• Burial and memorial 
• Providing a setting for the church building and its various uses 
• Access and recreation: a public space for reflection and exercise 
• Conservation of important wildlife resources, in accordance with God’s mandate to be responsible for his 

creation 
 
Purpose of the Churchyard Management Plan 
 
The main purpose of the Churchyard Management Plan is to take account of all four functions listed above, bearing 
in mind the resources available.  A key issue that we have considered is how to balance the call for a tidy and ‘cared-
for’ appearance to the churchyard with the need to sustain, celebrate and enhance its wildlife.  One way to address 
this issue is to create ‘zones’ so that the management of specific areas takes into account the prominence of 
different functions within the churchyard.  In other words, in this Plan we make clear which zones will be mown less 
frequently for plants to flower and set seed at particular times of year, and to improve the environment for animals, 
and which zones will be managed mainly for their primary function as burial grounds and community space, with an 
emphasis on appearance and suitability for recreation. We also set out the time scale for phasing in areas to be left 
to flower, and how we plan to monitor and review this new approach to the churchyard.  The care and management 
of gravestones will also be addressed within the Plan. 
 
The predominant habitat of the churchyard is grassland.  At present there are two management regimes: mowing 
and grazing. The mowing regime is similar over about 60% of the churchyard, which is mown and strimmed 
regularly from approximately April to September.  Rother District Council has a legal obligation to look after the 

 
1 Chichester DAC 26 ‘Management of Rural Churchyards’, 2003:  https://www.chichester.anglican.org/documents/guidance/dac-
rural-churchyards-and-their-management/ 

https://www.chichester.anglican.org/documents/guidance/dac-rural-churchyards-and-their-management/
https://www.chichester.anglican.org/documents/guidance/dac-rural-churchyards-and-their-management/
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closed part of the churchyard, which, with the exception of a large grazed area (zone 2 on Figure 1), they do 
approximately every 2 weeks, bringing with them their own equipment. No raking up takes place and the grass 
trimmings are left.  For more than 20 years the remaining 40% of the churchyard has been used to graze a small 
flock of sheep from May to September; the grass is left to grow at other times and no mowing takes place in these 
areas. The timing of the grazing is not ideal for the flowering and seeding of the plants. 
 
 
The benefits of altering the mowing regime and introducing different zones are listed below: 
 

• Managing older parts of the churchyard for conservation would allow the wild flowers to set seed, thus 
encouraging them to increase  

• Any areas identified for conservation would need less frequent mowing, which would enhance its wildlife 
value 

• The total amount of mowing is likely to be less and therefore costs would go down for Rother District 
Council   

• The plant composition in conservation zones would become more diverse botanically allowing an increase 
in the range of butterflies, moths, bees, crickets, grasshoppers, slow worms, hedgehogs, etc  

• Any recent graves within conservation areas could still be managed according to individual preference 
• Having a detailed Management Plan, agreed and understood by volunteers, may serve to attract more 

volunteers  
• In similar manner, the increase in diversity of plant and animal life, may also attract volunteers because the 

work would be more interesting and rewarding 
• The more varied regime would enable visitors to enjoy the beauty of more flower-rich grassland and the 

animal life it supports, enhancing their experience and encouraging them to stay for longer - and possibly 
also to get to know the church building and its membership 

• The more varied regime would demonstrate our care for the natural world 
• Having a good Management Plan is a prerequisite for grant applications 

 
Hundreds of churches all over the UK and elsewhere are now successfully adopting this approach – see examples in 
Appendix II. It is recognised that any change to the existing churchyard management will only be successful if the 
church and wider community ‘buy into it’.  Both their acceptance and their active involvement in the development 
of the Management Plan are critical to its continued implementation.  It is recommended that, while the Plan would 
have clear goals, changes should be introduced gradually over a number of years.  This would enable the ecological 
effects, as well as responses from church and wider community, to be monitored and reviewed.  The suggested 
review period is every three years. 
 
The Plan would need to be updated if further surveys are carried out in the future, for example to record lichens or 
to determine the distribution and abundance of reptile and amphibian species.   
 

 

2. Needs and Resources of the Different Functions 
 
Burial and Memorial 
 
At any one time, most new burials take place within the same zone of the churchyard. While the area to the south 
has been donated for new burials, occasionally older graves are re-used for family members, but these tend to be in 
areas relatively recently used for burial.  In general, recent graves are more likely to be cared for by friends and 
family members, whereas the areas where older graves sit are likely to be less often visited, and therefore provide 
more opportunity to be managed as wildlife conservation areas.  In areas where there are older graves with a few 
more recent ones, it would still be possible to manage individual graves according to individual preference, without 
detracting from the overall policy for a particular management zone.   
 
There are also a number of trees around the churchyard which have been planted as memorials.  Again the areas 
immediately around these trees can be managed according to the preferences of friends and family members, and 
not in any way detract from the overall management of the area. 
 
The Remembrance Garden surface is comprised of plaques set in grass.  This will continue to be closely mown.    
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Access and Recreation 
 
There are a network of mostly paved paths throughout the churchyard, a mixture of flagstones, concrete paving 
slabs and tarmac, giving access to graves and to the Remembrance Garden. This enables regular use of the 
churchyard by visitors to graves, walkers with or without dogs, and others who enjoy the churchyard as a quiet 
outdoor space in which to reflect, and be amongst wildlife.  
 
The facilities available for visitors include a number of seats, a tap by the side of the church for watering, and 
dustbins for waste associated with the functions of the churchyard.  There is a bonfire site at the south eastern 
corner for use by those who manage the churchyard.  
 
Wildlife Resources 
 
Habitats 
 
A local naturalist carried out a plant survey in June/July 2013, identifying 44 flowering species in the churchyard.  As 
far as we know, no other surveys have been conducted. 
 
This summer we commissioned a professional ecologist, Sally Clifton, to survey the churchyard.  This survey was 
conducted on 10th July 2019, covering all areas of the churchyard, with particular attention given to the grassland 
areas where the potential for enhancing wildlife was less constrained by other important functions. Less attention 
was given in this survey to boundary habitats such as hedges and trees. All higher plant species visible in these areas 
at the time of the survey were recorded.  It is likely that some spring and early summer flowering species may have 
been missed. In total 93 species were recorded (listed in Appendix I).  The following paragraphs summarise the 
habitats present in the churchyard; this is followed by information on protected species, their presence and 
potential habitats.   
 
The churchyard supports a range of habitats, by far the most widespread being that of grassland.  Its diversity and 
ecological significance vary in response to a number of factors, such as how recently it was used for burials, its past 
and present management regime, and its proximity to complementary habitats.  
 
Species-rich Semi-improved Neutral Grassland 
 
Much of the grassland around older gravestones, some of which has been relatively undisturbed (apart from 
mowing and grazing) for many decades or even centuries, supports this habitat.  It is the most species-rich habitat, 
with over 70 plant species identified, including indicators of ecologically important grassland such as Common 
Knapweed, Hoary Plantain and Meadow Buttercup.  Zones 1, 2 and 4 in Figure 1, identified as High-diversity 
Conservation Grassland, are good examples of this habitat.  
 
Other areas are also likely to be High Diversity but either their functions necessarily impose constraints on their 
potential for wildlife conservation or there are practical management reasons for not developing them, at least for 
the foreseeable future.  
 
Relatively Species-poor Semi-improved Neutral Grassland and Improved Grassland 
 
Much of the remaining grassland in the churchyard would fit on the spectrum between these two categories.  These 
tend to have a slightly higher proportion of species such as Perennial Rye-grass, Dandelion, Daisy and White Clover, 
as well as many of the species found in the best grassland.  (They are zoned in figure 1 as Fairly Diverse Grassland). 
 
Amenity Grassland 
 
Although some of the grassland closest to the front of the church and bordering Church Street is managed chiefly 
for amenity, it is nearly all relatively diverse for Amenity Grassland, but has fewer of the species indicating 
ecologically important grassland. 
 
Species-rich (Largely) Native Hedges 
 
There is a fairly short stretch of species-rich native hedging along the east side of zone 10 (approximately 10 
species), and the hedges around two sides of the memorial garden (zone 11) are fairly species rich.   Their diversity, 
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possible presence of protected animal species (see below), value as flight lines for foraging bats and good structure 
likely to support nesting birds, all confirm their high ecological value. 
 
Species-poor Native Hedges 
 
The hedging just west of the lychgate, bordering housing in St Mary’s Lane, and along the east side of the 
churchyard bordering St Mary’s Close has comparatively low plant species diversity, being predominantly Laurel, but 
is well-structured and likely to be of value for nesting birds, foraging bats and invertebrates. 
 
Defunct Hedges 
 
There is evidence that a previous hedge lay along the southern boundary of the fenced-off field currently used for 
sheep grazing (zone 2).  This is indicated by a line of trees.   
 
Specimen Trees and Shrubs 
 
A variety of native and non-native trees and shrubs have been planted in the churchyard over many years.  Apart 
from the clipped Yews bordering the main entrance path, and a line of trees along the edge of zone 2 where it 
borders the vineyard, there has been no overall plan to the planting.  A number of trees have been planted in 
memory of particular people; some of these have memorial plaques. 
 
It is notable that the Ash trees, some being large species, are in good health.   
 
Gravestones and other Stonework 
 
Much of the stonework and many of the older gravestones have Lichens, but no surveys have yet been carried out.   
 
Remembrance Garden 
 
This small area to the north of the churchyard is comprised of stonework set into grass which is kept closely mown.  
 
Plot of Land on St Mary’s Lane 
 
This area is part of the churchyard but is not consecrated land (zone 8 in figure I).  It is separated from the 
churchyard by a stone wall. Along the length of its western edge, bordering the churchyard wall, is a dead tree and 
some shrubs and brambles.  These have been deliberately left semi-wild to deter children from climbing over the 
wall and are of value to nesting birds, small mammals and invertebrates.  The plot comprises a few trees and 
grassland.  This was not surveyed as it had just been cut at the time of the survey.   
  
Protected and Other Important Animals 
 
Our mandate from God to care for his creation requires us to avoid harm to any animals as far as practicable.  
However, some species are also protected by UK and European law; some protected species known to occur in the 
churchyard are Reptiles, Bats, and Birds during their nesting season.  As such it is an offence to harm these species, 
or their places of shelter, ‘intentionally or recklessly’. Many other species, including bees and other invertebrates, 
are not currently legally protected but are known to be in decline in the UK, and are therefore of ecological 
importance. 
  
Reptiles 
 
There is a stone near the bonfire site under which Slow Worms are known to shelter throughout spring and 
summer.  Unfortunately, this species is occasionally inadvertently killed during the mowing process, an issue which 
the Management Plan will seek to address. Potential habitat for Slow Worms and other reptiles (such as Viviparous 
Lizard and Grass Snake) covers much of the churchyard except areas of grassland which are regularly closely  mown.  
 
Optimum habitat for Slow Worms includes rough grass in the vicinity of hedges and shrubs, with more open areas 
for basking, and suitable hibernation sites such as compost heaps, piles of logs and bonfire sites if material is left for 
too long before being burnt.  
 
Grass snakes are also known to be present in the churchyard.   
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Birds 
 
The well-structured old hedges and more mature trees and shrubs are likely to be used by a variety of nesting birds.  
Two bird boxes and an owl box have recently been donated – the bird boxes have been installed and the owl box 
will be installed as soon as possible. 
 
The churchyard habitats are likely to provide an important food source for birds, including berries, seeds, insects 
and other invertebrates, and small mammals. 
 
Bats 
 
A small number of bats (Pipistrelle and Brown Long-eared species) are known to roost in the roof of the church 
building.   
 
The churchyard, including its hedges and trees, is likely to form part of the foraging area of these bats, which feed 
largely on flying insects, many of which in turn feed on the plants present.  A bat box has been donated and 
installed on a tree close to hedges.   
 
Invertebrates 
 
A bee’s nest is known to exist in the south-facing wall of the church, and there are several ant hills dotted around 
the churchyard.  In addition, casual observation confirms the presence of a variety of butterflies and moths, bees, 
hoverflies, grasshoppers and crickets, beetles including ladybirds, spiders, crustacea and molluscs. These all provide 
a vital food resource for the birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians inhabiting the churchyard.  
 
Two bug boxes have been donated and installed in the churchyard. 
 
Hedgehogs 
 
Hedgehogs are known to live in the vicinity of the churchyard.  A hedgehog house has been donated and placed 
under an area of hedging in a well-hidden spot. 
 
Maintenance Resources 
 
Equipment 
 
As indicated above (p.2) Rother District Council bring their own specialist equipment.  
The church has the loan of a Husqvarna ride-on mower and a Mountfield petrol mower, for use in the open part of 
the churchyard, and the grass path leading up to it.    
 
Labour 
 
Apart from the contracted work in the Memorial Garden and the work undertaken by Rother District Council in the 
closed churchyard areas, a very small band of volunteers undertake the mowing of the current burial ground and 
other necessary works in the churchyard, including care of war graves, trees and flower beds.  
 
For many reasons it would make good sense to involve more of the community, both church goers and non-church 
goers, for whom the churchyard is an important place, and it would enable us to manage more of the churchyard 
for conservation.  Their involvement would benefit both the church and the wider community in a variety of ways, 
not least our mission to share God’s love with the community. 
 
Having a clear Management Plan has distinct advantages, indicating what needs doing and when, making it easier 
for volunteers to free up time to help.  A Risk Assessment would be carried out and all volunteers made familiar 
with its implementation. Ideally a rota would be prepared giving times when various individuals are involved in 
churchyard management. 
 
 
Financial Resources 
 
As Rother District Council are contracted to do most of the work, we have very limited resources at the moment.  
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3. Proposals for Management of Wildlife 
 
 
Management Regime for each Zone 
 
The management areas (bordered in green, purple and blue) indicated in Figure 1 have been identified based on the 
following considerations: 

• Locations of current burial areas 
• Results of Plant Survey and other current knowledge of wildlife, including the legally protected Slow 

Worms 
• The age of gravestones in each zone, and likely frequency of visits by relatives/friends 
• Spacing of gravestones and hence ease of mowing access 
• Access requirements of visitors and walkers 
• Proximity to access routes to the church building 

 
The exact boundaries of these areas, and the detail of management within them, are still under discussion and open 
to feedback. The following management regimes are proposed for the zones identified:  
 
A  Amenity Grassland 
  

Areas bounded in green on Figure I should be closely mown on a regular basis throughout the 
growing season, to maintain a neat and tidy appearance.  This comprises Zones 5, 6, and 7 (the 
least diverse areas of grassland in the churchyard);  zones 9 and 10 (used for current graves or 
set aside for new graves); 11 (the Memorial Garden); and Zone 3 (the area adjacent to St Mary’s 
Room, which is used occasionally for church events such as refreshments and bbq’s).  
 
Ideally cuttings should be removed thereby limiting nutrient build up and allowing more 
flowering of the low-growing species, which would contribute some conservation value.  
 
Rother District Council should be asked to leave the curbed areas of graves in Zone 7 unmown to 
allow the flowering plants to grow.  In the future this area might be managed as less frequently 
mown conservation area (meadow). 
 
Zone 3 might also be managed as meadow in future years, although it would be necessary to 
mow a wide strip along the edge of the path leading to St Mary’s Room.     
 
The hedging in zone 10 bordering the vineyard is currently very overgrown and should be cut 
back once the risk of nesting birds being present has passed.  
 
(Following the public meeting and further discussion, additional trees will be planted in zones 7 
and 10).  
 

  
B High Diversity Conservation Grassland 
  

Areas bounded in purple (zones 1, 2 and 4) are all relatively high diversity grassland, and ideal for 
managing as Summer Meadow.   
 
Meadow Management:  Zones not used for grazing sheep (currently 1 and 4) should be closely 
mown before the end of February, well before flowering starts, and then left to grow long until 
plants have finished flowering and setting seed, typically early September.  This would allow 
invertebrates to breed and over-winter, and some birds to nest and feed.  Zone 1 should be 
managed for conservation in the immediate future (roped off to ensure it remains unmown by 
Rother District Council).  Zone 4 should be considered for management as Meadow in the future,  
but this will need careful planning to ensure access to graves which are currently visited; this 
could be managed by maintaining mown paths for access.  
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All cuttings should be removed to prevent smothering of wildflower seedlings and nutrient build-
up, which can encourage competitive species.  Some of the cuttings can be piled up adjacent to 
hedges to provide hibernacula for Amphibia and Reptiles such as Grass Snake, which would use 
it for egg-laying and hibernation.  
This regime could be phased in gradually – zone 1 initially  managed as meadow, with zone 4 
added to the regime as we get the volunteers and feel that we can manage it; zone 2, identified 
by the survey as having the greatest diversity (partly because of its size), could be incorporated 
into the regime in the future if no longer used for pasture.  The grazing regime could be 
amended to reduce density and timing adjusted to optimise conservation benefit (see below).  
 
Pasture Management:  currently Zone 2 is fenced off for grazing of sheep from May to 
September.  If managed primarily for conservation, then the best regime is to lightly graze over a 
longer period outside the flowering and seeding season rather than heavy grazing over a shorter 
period. Following light autumn and winter grazing, the sheep should ideally be removed by the 
end of February, especially if annual plants are germinating at this time, and there should be no 
grazing between April and late summer.  
 
If this area is no longer used as pasture, it would need to be managed as meadow.  

  
C Plot of land on St Mary’s Lane 
  

A management regime for Zone 8 should be developed and features added which enhance its 
conservation value.   
 
Various shrubs have already been planted along the wall area.  Further native shrubs should be 
planted to plug any gaps, thus further deterring anybody from climbing the wall.   
 
Three options have been identified, subject to approval by the DAC (Diocesan Advice 
Committee): 

• A wildlife pond could be a possible focus for this are, with varied natural bank slope and a good 
variety of bank, submerged and emergent vegetation.  For safety reasons, the pond could have a 
grill installed over it, or be surrounded by fencing.  Seating could be installed with mown paths 
surrounding it and the rest managed as meadow with the aim of increasing its diversity over 
time (ie cutting every 4 weeks from March to the end of May, then left uncut to the end of 
September, with grass cuttings raked off; seed from high diversity areas could be added to 
increase its diversity.  Sussex Wildlife Trust would be an excellent source of expertise if this 
option were taken.  

• The area could be managed as meadow, with the aim of increasing its diversity over time (as 
described above).  Seating would be installed and mown paths maintained. 

• A Sensory Garden could be created for this area.  The idea of a sensory garden is to provide a 
tranquil, calming area which promotes health and wellbeing.  Plants, wildlife, objects and 
surfaces would have a therapeutic effect on visitors, through scents, touch, sight, taste and 
hearing.  This could be a community project supported by volunteers, including children, with 
occasional community events.  Access for people with disabilities could be built in.  The garden 
would need significant support from the community to be successful.   
 
(Following feedback from local residents, the preferred option is to leave this area as untouched 
as possible, and so this area will be managed as summer meadow, ie closely mown before the 
end of February, left to grow until flowers have set seed, before a second cut in September.  
Ideally a border would be mown around the boundary adjacent to the road, which would give it a 
tidier appearance).  
 

D Boundary Buffer Zone 
 
Around the churchyard boundaries where there is hedging, a Buffer Zone of 1 metre in width 
should be maintained for the following reasons:  

• Slow worms are known to be present near the eastern boundary of zone 10.  They may 
well occupy other areas.  
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• Areas of longer vegetation, especially at the base of existing hedges, are very valuable 
for fauna, providing shelter, food and overwintering sites for invertebrates and other 
small animals.   

This zone should be managed more or less as Spring Meadow, cutting no lower than 5” in mid-
June and October only.  However, in order to prevent scrub invasion and maintain plant 
diversity, this buffer area should be divided into sections, with a different section cut in October 
on a rotation, with other areas kept long (a 3 -5 year rotation plan).  

  
(Further investigation suggests that most of the area indicated for use as a buffer zone would be 
impractical due to the close proximity of gravestones to the boundaries, with the exception of 
Zone 10 where a natural buffer zone exists, and this will continue to be maintained to provide 
overwintering habitats for invertebrates and other small animals). 

 
 
Management of Important Animal Species 

  
Further Amphibian and Reptile hibernacula could be created in discreet locations around the boundaries of the 
churchyard (eg using corrugated iron, logs, rubble and topsoil), and south facing basking sites created from mounds 
of earth on open boundaries.  
 
The hedgehog house and bird boxes should be checked annually and cleaned when appropriate. 
 
 
Summary of tasks for each Month 
 
Figure 2 gives a summary of tasks at various times of the year in each management zone.  Some flexibility will be 
needed according to the weather and the progress of the seasons each year.  Once agreed this Schedule could be 
placed in the church porch, so that it could be checked by volunteers prior to carrying out any work in the 
churchyard.  Most tasks would be supervised by the person who takes on overall responsibility.  
 
 
Equipment 
 
As indicated above under ‘Maintenance Resources’ (p.6) the church currently has the permanent loan of a 
Husqvarna ride-on mower and a Mountfield petrol mower, and a volunteer competent in their use.  Rother District 
Council uses their own specialist equipment:  Ride-on Mowers, Strimmers and Leaf Blowers.  
 
The Church would take on responsibility for the management of the wildlife areas.  This would necessitate the 
purchase or hire of appropriate equipment.  Purchase of equipment could be included in a grant application. 
 
Strimming around the older graves in the conservation areas by a work party of experienced users three times a 
year would only be practicable if there were enough volunteers.   
 
Raking off grass cuttings is vital on conservation grassland, and requires little or no experience.  This would be an 
ideal task for any volunteers.  
 

  
 
 

4. Communication 
 
Communicating the purpose, aims and activities of the Management Plan to the church and wider community is 
vital to its successful implementation. The following are proposed: 
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Interpretation Boards 
 
Ideally there should be two interpretation boards, one at each end of the main ‘Conservation Area’, placed beside 
footpaths.  
 
The design, size, content and cost of boards varies considerably, but for St Mary’s Churchyard something fairly 
simple and low-key, but durable, should be considered.   
 
Church regulations allow us to put up only one display board without the need for a faculty – if this option is taken 
this board should be placed by the main path leading to the church where most people will see it.  If more boards 
are thought to be necessary then we would need to apply for a faculty.  
 
 
 
Engaging Community Interest and Involvement 
 
News and Views (the local community magazine) 
 
Once agreed by the PCC, the Draft Management Plan could be introduced to the community through an article in 
News and Views, which would follow up on other short articles which have already raised some awareness of our 
plans to explore the conservation potential of the churchyard.  
 
This would also be a good place to appeal for churchyard ‘work parties’ at particular times of the year.  
 
Introductory Presentation 
 
We would need to hold a meeting, open to the whole community.  This would comprise a powerpoint presentation 
summarising the Management Plan, and inviting volunteers to get involved in various aspects of its development 
and implementation.  This meeting would also serve to answer queries and resolve any concerns.  
 
(This presentation took place on 16th November 2019.  The overall response to the Plan has been extremely positive 
and any reservations expressed about specific aspects of the Plan have been addressed.  We now have a pool of 
about 15 people who have expressed interest in volunteering; we are always open to others wishing to be involved). 
 
 
Website and Social Media 
 
The Management Plan, together with other relevant material, updated as appropriate, could go in the Eco Church 
section of the church website.   
 
Social Media could be used, alongside News and Views, to appeal for volunteers at particular times of years, and to 
keep people updated on developments.  
 
 
Church Noticeboards 
 
The Eco Church noticeboard would be a good place to display the churchyard plan of Wildlife Management Areas, 
and to signpost people to sources of further information and contacts for getting more involved.  
 
A monthly ‘What’s On in the Churchyard’ sheet could be displayed in the church porch, giving information on what 
wildlife can be found in the churchyard in a particular month and an outline of volunteer opportunities, events, 
plant/bird walks, etc.   
 
Maintaining Community Interest and Involvement 

  
As with any new initiative, enthusiasm can die down once the initial excitement of getting it established has passed. 
In order to maintain interest, ideas such as the following, could be considered: 
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• Follow work parties by a ‘workers’ picnic’, either on a bring-and-share basis or with contributions being 
offered by members of the church 

• Events to celebrate churchyard wildlife, such as bat, bird, butterfly and plant walks at appropriate times of 
the year 

• Children’s’ quizzes and worksheets, which could cover history as well as wildlife 
• Painting and drawing days 
• Delegation of various aspects to enthusiasts.  For example, people with specific expertise/interest in 

wildflowers, birds, fungi, could be given responsibility for monitoring and reporting, etc 
• A blog could be written, which could include much of the information on the monthly ‘What’s On in the 

Churchyard’, with a particular focus on attracting younger generations.  
  
 

5. Funding 
 
There will be a need to purchase or hire some equipment, the cost of which is as yet undetermined. 
 
The cost of the interpretation boards could be covered by donations, a fundraiser or a sponsor.  
 
If for any reason there is insufficient labour to manage longer grass by strimming, a group called ‘Conservation 
Volunteers’ could be approached.  They could be asked to cut down and remove the clippings each October.  
Although they charge a daily fee this could be covered through an annual fundraiser.   
 
Both the churchyard and the land on St Mary’s Lane would be good candidates for a Sussex Lund grant (of up to 
£10,000).  Grant applications are considered once a year with a deadline around February/March.  
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Figure 2   Summary of Tasks and Work Party Dates 

 Amenity Grassland 
Zones: 3,5,6,7,11 

Amenity Grassland 
Zone 10 

Wildlife Sites 
Zone 1 (possibly in future 
years 4) 

Yew Trees and 
gravestones in wildlife 
zones 

Work Party Dates 

March Rother District 
Council 

John Poole Strim to 4-5”, then rake 

 
Cut ivy, remove 
brambles 

March/April* 

April “ “ LEAVE UNCUT 
 

  
May “ “ LEAVE UNCUT 

 
  

June “ “ LEAVE UNCUT 

 
Cut ivy, remove 
brambles 

June* 

July “ “ LEAVE UNCUT 

 
  

Aug “ “ LEAVE UNCUT 

 
  

Sept “ “ Strim to 4-5”, then rake 

 
Cut ivy, remove 
brambles 

September* 

Oct “ “ LEAVE UNCUT 

 
  

 

*Dates dependent upon weather and seasonal variation. 
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APPENDIX I :  PLANT LIST  
                          July 2019 
 
English Name  

 
 
 
Latin Name  

  
 
Annual Meadow Grass  

 
Poa annua  

Ash  Fraxinus excelsior  
Bird’sfoot Trefoil  Lotus corniculatus  
Black Medick  Medicago lupulina  
Box  Buxus sempervirens  
Bramble  Rubus fruticosa agg.  
Bristly Ox-tongue  Picris echioides  
Broad-leaved Dock  Rumex obtusifolium  
Bugle  Ajuga reptans  
Bush Vetch  Vicia sepium  
Cedar sp.  Cedrus sp.  
Cherry sp.  Prunus sp.  
Cock’s-foot  Dactylis glomerata  
Comfrey sp.  Symphytum sp.  
Common Bent  Agrostis capillaris  
Common Cat’s-ear  Hypochaeris radicata  
Common Chickweed  Stellaria media  
Common Knapweed  Centaurea nigra  
Common Mouse-ear  Cerastium fontanum  
Common Nettle  Urtica dioica  
Common Sorrel  Rumex acetosa  
Conifers (non-native)  -  
Cow Parsley  Anthriscus sylvestris  
Creeping Bent  Agrostis repens  
Creeping Buttercup  Ranunculus repens  
Creeping Cinquefoil  Potentilla reptans  
Creeping Thistle  Cirsium arvense  
Crested Dog’s-tail  Cynosurus cristatus  
Curled Dock  Rumex crispus  
Cut-leaved Crane’s-bill  Geranium dissectum  
Cypress sp.  Cupressus sp.  
Daisy  Bellis perennis  
Dandelion  Taraxacum officinale 

agg.  
Dog-rose  Rosa canina  
Elder  Sambucus nigra  
False Oat-grass  Arrhenatherum elatius  
Field Bindweed  Convolvulus arvense  
Field Horsetail  Equisetum arvense  
Field Maple  Acer campestre  
Fumitory sp.  Fumaria sp.  
Garlic Mustard  Alliaria petiolata  
Goosefoot sp.  Chaenopodium sp.  
Grass Vetchling  Lathyrus nissolia  
  
Hawthorn  Crataegus monogyna  
Hedge Woundwort  Stachys sylvatica  
Herb Robert  Geranium robertianum  
Hoary Plantain  Plantago media  
Hogweed  Heracleum 

sphondylium  
Holly  Ilex aquifolium  
Hollyhocks  Alcea sp.  
Honeysuckle  Lonicera periclymenum  
Ivy  Hedera helix  
Laurel sp.  Prunus sp.  
Lesser Trefoil  Trifolium dubium  
Lords-and-Ladies  Arum maculatum  
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Male Fern  Dryopteris filix-mas  
Meadow Buttercup  Ranunculus acris  
Midland Hawthorn  Crataegus laevigata  
Narrow-leaved Bird’s-foot-trefoil  Lotus glaber  
Nipplewort  Lapsana communis  
Oxeye Daisy  Leucanthemum 

vulgare  
Parsley Piert  Aphanes australis  
Pedunculate Oak  Quercus robur  
Pendulous Sedge  Carex pendula  
Perennial Rye-grass  Lolium perenne  
Petty Spurge  Euphorbia peplus  
Pignut  Bunium 

bulbocastanum  
Poppy  Papaver sp.  
Prickly Sowthistle  Sonchus asper  
Ragwort  Senecio jacobaea  
Red Clover  Trifolium pratense  
Red Fescue  Festuca rubra  
Red-veined Dock  Rumex sanguineus  
Ribwort Plantain  Plantago lanceolata  
Rough Hawkbit  Leontodon hispidus  
Salad Burnet  Sanguisorba minor  
Selfheal  Prunella vulgaris  
Small-flowered Crane’s-bill  Geranium pusillum  
Smooth Hawk’s-beard  Crepis capillaris  
Smooth Meadow-grass  Poa pratensis  
Smooth Sowthistle  Sonchus oleraceus  
Spear Thistle  Cirsium vulgare  
Stonecrop  Sedum sp.  
Sycamore  Acer pseudoplatanus  
Violet sp.  Viola sp.  
Whitebeam  Sorbus aria  
White Clover  Trifolium repens  
Wild Strawberry  Fragaria vesca  
Wood Avens  Geum urbanum  
Yarrow  Achillea millefolium  
Yellow-sorrel sp.  Oxalis sp.  
Yew  Taxus baccata  
Yorkshire Fog  Holcus lanata  
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APPENDIX II : Other Churchyards incorporating Conservation in their Management 

 

 
 

St Mary’s Church, Oldberrow, Warwickshire  
(a seed donor for The Butterfly Conservation Trust) 

 

 
 

St John’s Church, Stone 
 

 
 

St Mary and the Holy Cross, Aldermaston                      
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St Peter’s and St Paul’s Church Flitwick, Bedfordshire 
 
 
 
                           


