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The Great Big Green Week 

is here again! 

For a second year the Eco Church Group at 

St Mary’s Church are planning a green 

festival,  The Great Big Green Week,  a 

national initiative organised by the Climate 

Coalition.  It gives us an opportunity to 

celebrate the ways in which we are caring 

for the planet and for all that God  has 

gifted us with. We are framing the week 

around worship, to lament what we have 

done, but also to look ahead with Christian 

hope to what lies ahead.  Please do join us 

for our two worship events, the Harvest 

Festival on the 25th September and the Pet 

Service on the 2nd October.   

The festival includes workshops on a range 

of topics, many of them relating to aspects 

of  the  natural   environment   and  its 

benefits to human health and wellbeing.   

We  are continuing  to  encourage sharing 

and recycling through  a  Swap  Shop and 

Plant Swap. We have workshops and 

events relating to politics,  spirituality,  

creativity,  wildlife  and  natural  medicine. 

We   have   opportunities   to   learn  about    

beekeeping, and how we can all  play a 

part  in  helping to restore depleted  swift 

populations. This year we are including an 

opportunity for hands on encounter with 

the natural world: a guided tour around 

rewilded land with an optional walk to 

badger setts after dark!    For the second 

year, our MP,  Huw  Merriman, has 

agreed to join us to host a workshop on 

decarbonising the transport system.   

For some people, climate change is such a 

big issue that it’s hard to imagine what we 

can possibly do to help.   Others  may 

assume that  it’s  being  dealt with  by 

governments, the UN, aid agencies, COP 

meetings and so on.  Recent droughts and 

severe weather events indicate that it’s 

just as  much a  local  issue  as  an  inter-

national one and increasingly it’s a cause 

of anxiety.    This  festival  is our small 

contribution to help combat climate 

change, to relieve anxiety by doing some-

thing   however  small,   to   stimulate 

discussion and reflection, and to prompt 

action on both individual and community 

levels.  

See inside this issue for ways in which you 

can help with the festival……. 



 

A Prayer for our Earth  

 

 All-powerful God,                      

you are present in the whole   

universe and in the smallest of 

your creatures.                            

You embrace with your            

tenderness all that exists.        

Pour out upon us the power       

of your love, that we may protect 

life and beauty.                             

Fill us with peace, that we may 

live as brothers and sisters,    

harming no one.                             

O God of the poor,                     

help us to rescue the abandoned 

and forgotten of this earth,          

so precious in your eyes.         

Bring healing to our lives,          

that we may protect the world 

and not prey on it,                      

that we may sow beauty,           

not pollution and destruction. 

Touch the hearts of those who 

look only for gain at the expense 

of the poor and the earth.       

Teach us to discover                   

the worth of each thing,              

to be filled with awe and          

contemplation,                              

to recognize that we are           

profoundly united with every 

creature as we journey towards 

your infinite light.                        

We thank you for being with us 

each day. Encourage us, we pray, 

in our struggle for justice, love 

and peace.  

 

Pope Francis, 

Laudato Si’ Encyclical 

Lifestyle choices 

PRACTICAL IDEAS  

In these difficult times with fuel and 

food prices increasing almost daily,  you 

can save quite a bit of money by making 

sure you don’t throw any food away.  

It’s also good for the environment , in 

view of the fact that 1/3rd of all food 

produced in the world is discarded (1.3 

billion tons each year!)  Here are some 

tips: 

• Check your fridge temperature: 
It should be between 0-5C. Many 
foods will go off more quickly if 
it’s warmer. 

• Use your fridge wisely:  Some 
foods keep better outside the 
fridge.    This includes bread, 
bananas, pineapples, potatoes 
and onions. 

 

 

 
• Don't over buy.  Plan  what you’re 

going to cook, make a shopping 
list and stick to it.  

• Get to know your greengrocer. 
They will have plenty of advice on 
how to use up leftover veg. 

 
• Love your freezer. Make time 

to batch-cook and freeze.  If you 
have too much fresh fruit and veg 
freeze it  - items that loose their 
texture   when  frozen  can be 
puréed or stewed.   

 
• Learn to preserve: fermenting, 

pickling   and  drying   are   all 
techniques that help food last 
longer  

 
This list is by no means exhaustive and 
there are a host of websites to help, such 
as this one: 
https://www.healthline.com/nutrition/
reduce-food-waste    
 

Reflecting on Scripture 

What does it mean to be made in the 

image of God and how does that affect 

our relationship with the world and its 

creatures?  In Genesis chapter 1 we 

read about the creation of the world, in 

effect the outpouring of God’s love and 

blessing 

READ:  

Genesis 1: 24—31 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER: 

• How does God view the world 

and all that is created? 

• What does it mean to be  made 

in the image of God? 

• How should we relate to all that is 

created as image bearers of God? 

Verse 28 gives humankind the role of 

‘dominion’ over living things,    but in 

order to understand this the context  is 

supremely important.  Notice how it is 

framed: v27 humans made in the image 

of God/v28 the granting of ‘dominion’/

v29 humans given a plant-based diet free 

of any violence towards animals.   

• How does this affect our under-

standing of ‘dominion’? 

• Finally, what kind of God do we 

make  known  through  our inter-

pretation of ‘dominion’ and our 

treatment of animals? 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/batch-cooking


 

BEYOND GOLD! 

 

Our Eco Church Gold 

Award , confirmed in late          

January this year, was a 

significant achievement 

and we  celebrated  in 

style.  We had a good 

turnout from the wider         

community to our Gold 

Award Party in May, with  

officers from the diocese 

attending and  Bishop 

Will Hazelwood              

presenting the plaque.     

We plan to continue to 

develop our church land 

to benefit wildlife and  

human visitors alike, and 

to explore new ways of 

reaching out and        

partnering with the wider 

community so that we 

encourage as many    

people as possible to 

make a difference in the 

world.    

Get involved 

LOCALLY 

 

THE GREAT BIG GREEN WEEK is our 

biggest event of the year.  It takes 

place from Saturday 24th September 

to Sunday 2nd October.   

As with last year, community groups 

are also joining in and local businesses 

are supporting us with advertising or 

promotions.   

We are most grateful  for  the help 

and encouragement that we receive.   

There are a few ways in which you may 

be able to help in advance of the week:   

• Donate household items that you 

no longer use to our Swap Shop 

• Pot up some plants ready for the 

Plant Swap 

• Donate home made preserves and 

jams to be sold at the WI cake and 

preserves sale 

• Attend the events! 

Of course, we are always keen to hear 

from anyone who would like to join our 

small planning group! 

Get involved 

NATIONALLY 

 

Tearfund is running a campaign which 

is calling on  the  government   to  

ensure promised finance is delivered 

to climate-vulnerable communities 

around the world.   

Back in 2009 higher income countries 

promised to give $100 billion a year 

from 2020 onwards to help climate-

vulnerable nations to adapt to the 

climate crisis and invest in a more 

sustainable future.   They are yet to 

deliver on these promises!  

Tearfund is calling on the UK Govern-

ment to make best use of the remain-

der of its COP presidency, which runs 

until November 2022.   

The climate crisis  is a  justice issue 

because it’s a crisis that most severely 

affects those places which have done 

the least to cause it.   

Churches and Christians  can play a 

vital  role  in  loving   their  global 

neighbours by speaking out for change.  

Sign their petition here:  https://

www.tearfund.org/campaigns/climate-

campaign 



 

 

O Lord, how manifold are 

your works! 

    In wisdom you have 

made them all; 

    the earth is full of your 

creatures. 

These all look to you 

    to give them their food in 

due season; 

When you give to them, 

they gather it up; 

    when you open your 

hand, they are filled with 

good things. 

When you send forth your  
spirit,                                   

they are created;               
and you renew                   

the face of the ground.   
 

Psalm 104v24,27, 28,30 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Earth is crammed with 
Heaven.  And every 

bush aflame with God.  
But only those who see 

take off their shoes. 
 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning 

Book Review 

This is probably my book of the year!  Full 

of  fascinating  information about the 

ancient natural history of the UK, along-

side visionary and practical ideas on how 

our countryside could be managed to the 

benefit of both people, the economy, 

and wildlife.  First published in 2019, it is 

an exceptionally good book, full of hope 

for the future of the countryside, and it 

deservedly won the 2020 Wainwright 

Prize for Writing on Global Conservation.  

The author, Benedict MacDonald, is a 

conservation writer,  field director in 

wildlife television, and a keen naturalist. 

Review by Penny Evans 

This and a small selection of other environmentally-themed books can be found in St 

Mary’s Church near the Eco Church display board (turn right as you enter the 

church).  You are welcome to borrow any book, but please do return books after you 

have read them so that others can benefit from them. 

 
Community Eco News 

WILD ABOUT TICEHURST, FLIMWELL AND 

STONEGATE 

This group began early in 2022, and is all 

about raising awareness and encouraging 

both discussion and action on creating a 

more wildlife-friendly environment.  

The group now has over 50 members on  

their  Facebook  group,   where  photos  of 

local wildlife can be shared along with 

information on how to encourage wildlife 

and care for the environment.  

If you don’t use Facebook,   there are 

other ways to become involved. The 

group holds occasional meetings for 

members and is planning events which 

will be open for anyone to attend.   

To  be  included  on  their  circulation list, 

please email:  

WildaboutTicehurst@mail.com   

ST MARY’S ECO CHURCH 

PLANNING GROUP    INFORMATION 

Penny Evans     email: ticehurstecochurch@gmail.com 
Angela Howitt    Website:   
Peter Johnson    https://www.ticehurstandflimwell.church/ 
Sheila Minet      (click on Eco Church) 
Sheila Mackenzie 
Judith Whiteman 


